SYLLABUS 
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY 
PHIL 101

	Course Name
	Introduction to Philosophy

	Course Code
	PHIL 101

	Semester
	Spring Term

	Course Meeting Times
	Monday 09:00 am 

	Classroom
	S312

	Instructor
	Dr. Omer Fatih TEKIN

	Office (Dr. Tekin)
	Ankara Science University

	E-mail (Dr. Tekin)
	omer.fatih.tekin@ankarabilim.edu.tr




1. Brief Course Description

This course aims to introduce basic philosophical reasoning and fundamental philosophical concepts. Since the area of philosophy is vast, there are many different ways of achieving this aim. In this course, we choose a way that is based on ethical and socio-political concepts. The main reason for choosing this path is that the course is offered to incoming psychology students. The main philosophical questions that we will focus on are as follows:  What does it mean to live one’s life well? Is there a single true morality? How can we know what is the right and the wrong thing to do? Why should I do the right thing? What is social justice?

2. Text

We will be using the following book as our main textbook. Occasionally, we will provide extra readings, it will be necessary.  

Title: The Philosopher’s Way: Thinking Critically About Profound Ideas
Year/Edition: 2016, 5th edition 
 	Author: John Chaffee 
	Publisher: Pearson


3. Course Requirements

There will be a midterm exam, and a final exam.  Your grades will be determined based on the scores of these requirements. The weight of each of these items is as follows.

	
	Percentage

	Midterm Exam
	40

	Final Exam
	60

	Stance Paper
	-



For letter grades, the official Ankara Science University conversion table will be used. However, if deemed necessary, the instructors reserve the right of curving grades.  


5. Attendance, Participation and Classroom Conduct

Regular attendance and participation are of significant importance for being successful in this course. We take regular attendance.

Observing the following rules are essential for having a productive learning environment: 

i) being on time to class 
ii) silencing cell phones before class 
iii) only one person speaking at a time.

6. Collaboration Policy and Plagiarism

We strongly encourage you to study together with your classmates. The best way of learning is to discuss with your peers. However, collaboration is not allowed during the exams. 

Cheating and Plagiarism are punishable offences, and will be punished according to the rules and regulations of the university. 



7. Course Calendar

The calendar below provides information on the course topics. 

Week: 1 ()
What is Philosophy? -1
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 1-20

Week: 2 ()
What is Philosophy? -2
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 21-41

Week: 3 ()
What is the Philosopher’s Way? -1
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 42-65

Week: 4 ()
What is the Philosopher’s Way? -2
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 66-88

Week: 5 ()
Who are you? -1
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 89-126

Week: 6 ()
Who are you?  - 2
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 127-156

Week: 7 ()
Are you free? - 1
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 157- 181

Week: 8 ()
MIDTERMEXAMWEEK

Week: 9 ()
Are you free? - 2
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 182- 218

Week: 10 ()
Are there moral truths?
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 401- 448

Week: 11 ()
What are right action? - 1
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 449-475

Week: 12 ()
What are right action? - 2
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 476-500

Week: 13 () 
What are right action? - 3
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 501- 528

Week: 14 ()
What is social justice?
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 529- 560

Week: 15 ()
What is social justice?
Reading: The Philosopher’s Way, pp. 561- 594

Final Exams Dates: 
Omer Fatih TEKIN, PHILOSOPHY
